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difference: Great Britain had the power of rendering them
effective ; Napoleon had not. Both have been subjected to
serious criticism, perhaps in neither case wholly deserved.
The situation was without precedent. The struggle was
d entrance, but the two protagonists had no common
element on which to fight. Napoleon was master of the
Continent: England was mistress of the seas. Neither
could directly assail the other. Thus the Continental
System, however disastrous in its ultimate effects, must be
regarded not so much as the gratuitous insolence of over-
weening pride but as the last throw of a political gambler
compelled by the exigencies of the game to risk all or face
ruin. In a word, the Continental System was forced upon
Napoleon by Nelson's last and greatest victory at Tra-
falgar.
Meanwhile Napoleon, master of Brandenburg, advanced
to the Vistula, beyond which the Prussian Court had
NAPOLEON retired. The familiar tactics were repeated.
IN POLAND Napoleon proclaimed himself the restorer of
an annihilated nationality, and the Poles were summoned
to strike a blow for independence. They flocked in thou-
sands to Napoleon's standard: but the Russians fought
stubbornly behind the Vistula. At Eylau (8 February
1807) Napoleon experienced a check more serious than any
he had known ; but at Friedland '(14 June) he won a deci-
sive victory, and the great fortresses of Danzig and Konigs-
berg fell into his hands. The Russians and Prussians were
driven across the Niemen, and accepted an armistice which
paved the way for the famous Treaty of Tilsit.
With characteristic rapidity Napoleon had determined
on a new move. The relations between Russia and England
PEACE OF were none too good, why not come to terms
TILSIT, X8e# ^ift the Czar and so add Dottier to England's
enemies ? Such was the object of the historic interview
between Napoleon and Alexander in arfloating pavilion
moored in the middle of the Niemen (25 June 1807). The
bargain was soon struck. Prussia was to be dismembered ;
England to be crushed and ruined; Napoleon and Alex-